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Abstract.
There has been increased research in the United States about salsa music. The only exploration that has been scarce is the salsa dance because salsa music and dance are closely tied. Salsa dance is worth to be done thorough research on its own without forgetting its devoted connector to music. This paper is based on analyzing the salsa music in terms of my own experience and its form of diversities.










Introduction 
Salsa music was named after the Spanish word which meant hot sauce. Salsa music developed through the Cuban dance kinds. The reason behind the name hot sauce is that the zesty taste of the salsa that is found in the moves and tunes of the music. Salsa is made from different kinds of Latin dance that include chacha, mambo, rumba, rock music, and Afro Cuban music strains just like the condiment is made from different kinds of vegetables to enhance its taste. Salsa uses different instruments in making the tunes to be of good quality. The instruments that are used include keyboards, percussions, and guitars mostly. Usually, salsa music is followed by a dance. In the 1970s, salsa was popular in the New York clubs and as time passed by, it became popular in places like Miami, Colombia, and Puerto Rico. The salsa music has become a very useful and lively constituent of popular music scene mostly for the identification of the Latinos.
 There is a close connection between the music that I will be writing about because it’s music that I love and is commonly played in the events. I have been much into salsa music in my entire life because my family usually play Salsa music on my birthdays. This is the main reason that made me to carry out some research regarding the salsa music since I will have to encounter it in my entire lifetime. Salsa music brings people joy and happiness when they sing or listen to. My research about the salsa music will help a lot of people to know how the music came into place and how the composure of the music is done. The research will also help those people who are interested in salsa music to know the instruments that are needed to perform the music. This will also include the actual performance on stage, how to dress and the moves that you will encounter such as dancing. The music is also important as it still defines some communities.  

History of Salsa music. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There is no complete description of Latin music without mentioning the word salsa. This kind of music borrows a lot from the Cuban music type of son. Debates exist on where Salsa originated. There is a school of thought that explains Salsa music originated from New York in the year 1960 and it developed there for over ten years and the next places it developed was through Cuban and the Puerto Rican musicians, (Finlay, 20). Another debate that exists is that salsa music is a developed old Afro Cuban form including the rhythms which concludes that the birthplace of the salsa music in Cuba. The basic rhythm of salsa music is the 1-2-3, 1-2. It has more than one set of instruments. There exist various forms of salsa that include salsa dura, salsa merengues, Balada and salsa romantic. The salsa sound was developed by an American percussionist who was also a bandleader by the name Tito Puente.
The evolution of salsa music is said to be between the years 1930 and 1960s from the regions of Cuba, Mexico Puerto Rico and South America when people from these regions could visit New York to perform. When these artists came, they brought their rhythms and musical forms which they fused as they played the music and listening to each other hence made the music to evolve, (Maldonado, 31). The music hybrid gave birth to the creation of conjunto, jazz and son traditions in the year 1950. The music fusing kept on going until it has led to the creation of the rumba, conga, and chacha in the year 1960s. This music hybrid was not a one-way road but it went back to South America, Cuba and Puerto Rico where it continued its evolution. The evolution happened a bit different in each of these regions because today we have the Puerto Rico salsa, Cuban salsa, and the Colombian salsa. There is an energy of salsa form in each style but it also contains the distinctive sound of the country where it originated from.
Salsa came to rise in the 1960s because there existed a label known as Fania records. Though salsa music could be played without Fania records, but it was the most important cornerstone for the fast pick of salsa music (Bloom, 20). Fania was founded in the year 1964 in New York by an Italian-American lawyer, Jerry Masucci, who was a bandleader and John Pacheo who played a significant role in ensuring that salsa music developed. The group that comprised of the Fania label took salsa music to another level through the successful selling of the albums globally. The Fania group ensured that the salsa fans could see their musicians perform at the stage. The group also ensured that they have visited various regions such as South America, Colombia and other regions in the global. The fans could fill the stadiums with a capacity of more than 40,000 to see their favorite musicians perform in the arenas and stadiums all over the world.
Various people led to the advancements of the salsa music in the 1970s. Various innovations came along the development of the salsa music. For instance, Willie Colon is the one who introduced the cuatro, which is a rural Puerto Rican string instrument, and also came up with jazz songs, rock and Brazilian music (McMains, 80). There was also Celia Cruz who made an impact on the transition of the salsa music in the United States. He had a successful career in Cuba and she came to be known as the Queen of salsa. Larry Harlow who was a bandleader played a significant role in modernizing the salsa music. He did this by adding an instrument that was useful in playing salsa music which was an electric piano. Larry also was able to release a critically commended La Raza Latina which was a salsa suite.  
In the 1980s, Mariel boatlift brought thousands of Cuban refugees in the United States and many of them were musicians. The Cuban conguero by the name Daniel Ponce said that "When the Cuban arrived New York, they all said ‘Yuk! This is old music.' The music and the feelings have not changed." This is a fact that Salsa music was an origin as the sounds were still preserved as they were in the late 1950s, (Finlay, 23). The influx of Cuban refugees had a great impact on the growth of the salsa music. Salsa expanded to Nicaragua, Peru, Japan, and Argentina and has expanded into various stylistic understandings.  The Joe Arroyo band was the one that made salsa to be popular in Colombia. Joe was the first Colombian singer to rise to fame in the year 1970s through singing the salsa music. In 1980 is the same year that salsa music expanded and it turned to smooth and sweet Puerto Rican salsa romantic. The lyrics mainly dealt with love and romance. Cuban popular music played a significant role in ensuring that the different types of African popular music developed and it is through the Cuban that African salsa developed. The first salsa music was performed in Zaire Africa by the Fania all stars in the year 1974.
Sergio George who was a producer and a pianist also helped in the revival of the salsa’s success in the year 1990s. He did this by mixing salsa with pop styles and he did this with the Puerto Rican artists. Salsa has been part of the Colombian music in the 1990s whereby there has been a production of various bands (Finlay, 123). Carlos Vives made a significant role by creating a style that blended with vallenato and rock. It is through his creation that led to accordion led vallenato salsa which is used by pop stars. There have been various innovations recently in the salsa type which are Latin house, salsa merengue, and salvation.





Interview
I interviewed Selina Hernandez who is from a Mexican culture. She had played salsa music since she was a little kid. She had developed an interest in playing salsa music after being influenced by her parents and relatives.
In 2013 she attended Csun where she gained knowledge in salsa music composition. This was prompted by her interest in knowing more about salsa music. She wanted to understand every bit of salsa music since she believed that it brought joy and happiness whenever salsa music was performed.
Selina claimed that salsa music was characterized by simple rhythm and fast tempo. These two characteristics put a lot of energy in the performance of salsa music. She further explained that dressing and the energy put during performance of the music brought about a thrilling experience of the salsa music. Selina added that salsa music should be accompanied by a dance. 
Selina explained on how to compose salsa music whereby she said that one has to know more about interlocking pitches of different instruments. During the composition, one has to ensure that a unique beat stands through the music.






Ethnomusicology of Salsa music
Salsa music is seen as the modern version of the Cuban son. Salsa music is known to be rich in instrumentation and rhythm. The instrumentation harnesses the lubrication of the flow of lyrics giving salsa a modern sensation despite having come into existence in the 1970s. The uniqueness of the Salsa music structure enables its fans to proudly personalize the genre especially the black Latin identity. Salsa music is usually accompanied by a special dancing style prompted by its unique rhythm caused by the beats and the melody of the musical instruments. The dancing style makes Salsa an important music genre performed in ceremonies like weddings and engagement parties, (Bloom, 17). The outstanding nature of the Salsa music has made it be adopted in other countries across the world especially of the Latin origin. Most of the countries that have adopted the genre use the music style, structure and instrumentation of the Salsa but the lyrics are usually based on the country the Salsa music is generated.
Salsa music is perceived to be characterized by the trombone instrumentation. This is an instrument that resembles the trumpet but has a unique rhythm. The trombone is played by blowing air using the performer’s lips. The air blown interfere with the air column of the trombone causing it to vibrate thus producing sound. However, despite trombone being among the main instruments played while performing the salsa music, there are other instruments that accompany the performance. During the performance of the Salsa, a wide range of percussion instruments are used. The percussion instruments are mainly ancient instruments that have wires struck to produce soothing sounds making the music more attractive. The main percussion instruments used while performing the Salsa are the cowbells, timbales and conga. One feature that is evident in all Salsa music is the clave rhythm. The clave rhythm is produced using the clave. The clave is usually played by striking it using hands. It is essential in producing a temporal feel of the Salsa genre. Since Salsa is made for all the classes of people, a modern touch of the music industry is necessary. To accomplish this, the melodical instruments are used. The guitar and the piano harnesses the melodical sounds giving the Salsa music a positive vibe feeling. The trumpet is also used to produce the bass sound. All these instruments produce a mixture of sounds thus ensuring that Salsa music remain a genre rich in rhythmical patterns and melody.
Salsa music requires a lot of personnel to perform. In most cases, this music genre is presented by a band. The band usually has a band leader who directs the performance of the Salsa. The band leader assigns duties to each member of the band to ensure that all disciplines of the Salsa music are catered for. The band leader assigns each instrument to be used while performing to the members of the band responsible for the task. The band members are also made aware of the verses of the Salsa lyrics they will sing. In some cases, the members of the band may perform Salsa dance moves while singing thus hyping up the audience. In cases where the band members cannot play the musical instruments, they can hire a musical instruments’ performers who will do it on their behalf. The band can also hire professional dancers to help them psych up the fans. Each band should have a vocalist who should be responsible in linking the verses of the lyrics as well as singing the chorus of the music. For the performance of the Salsa music to be effective, each member of the band should take up his role responsibly and practice well as well as maintaining performance harmony and chemistry while performing.
The lyrics of the Salsa music are usually written based on a certain message to be relayed. The lyrics are usually written about a certain theme. The choice of words used should relevant to the main topic. In most cases, Salsa music is used to convey love message. Their romantic dance moves make the genre a perfect romantic platform. However, Salsa music has    can also be used to convey themes such as wildlife and environment conservation. Salsa is also sometimes used by politicians to convey their political ambitions and manifestos. Mostly, the lyrics are composed in either Spanish or English as the genre is mostly popular in native Latin origin countries. The Salsa lyrics were mainly used during the fight for the civic rights of the blacks. Up to date, the black Latino identity are usually proud of the black Latino identity. Originally, the lyrics of the Salsa were composed in such a way they reflected humble background and the need to conserve the humble background.
One of the outstanding rhythm evident in Salsa music is the Clave rhythm. Salsa music is characterized recurring rhythmic patterns. The major rhythmic pattern used in Salsa genre since its origin is the 4/4 signature. The rhythm is usually harnessed to prompt simple dance moves that are not so quick but precise. Salsa music is composed in verses with a chorus that interlinks the verses. The chorus has a main phrase in which the vocalist sings with a raised tone. The musical instruments are played concurrently ensuring production of a simultaneous rhythmical patterns. These rhythmical patterns enable attractively singing of the lyrics. Salsa usually has a melodical phrase. The melodical phrase is characterized by a span of eight or sixteen beats depending on the tone used in the song especially the chorus. Most of the instruments used while performing Salsa have a fixed standardized pattern that ensures certain similar rhythm in almost all the Salsa music played. However, to ensure uniqueness of the music produced, each Salsa band tries to customize their music production but still using the clave rhythm as the basis of their production. This ensures slight variations of the Salsa music produced thus gaining the attention of different music fans.
Salsa was originally formed with an aim of maintaining the culture of the Cubans and the Latins. Salsa performance displays its richness in culture preservation. The use of ancient instruments up to date is a sign of culture preservation. The instruments educate the current generation of the culture previously used. The culture is passed to the current generation y persistence use of the percussions. Salsa music genre is usually accompanied by dance moves. These dance moves have been the same for almost a half of a century. The lyrics composition shows the cultural heritage. The lyrics do not fall a victim of the current trend as well as going against the expectations of the culture. Therefore, Salsa music has always been a great tool of maintain the culture.
The performance of the Salsa music genre attracts a wide range of audience due to their vast number of fans. Some organizations such as the American Jazz Museum create platform whereby Salsa musicians compete for their prowess in Salsa Music. These fans are usually across all races, both the blacks and whites, people of different nations as well as people with different cultural beliefs. When these people meet, they exchange their cultural practices (Flores, 40). Their interaction fosters unity while at the same time ceasing discrimination between races. Salsa performance acts as a perfect recreational party for its fans. Salsa music acts as a platform of relaying important messages and themes to the society. Romantic Salsa music is used to emphasize on importance of true love. Salsa music can also be used to pass important messages such as Environmental conservation. Some politicians use Salsa music as a campaigning platform to inform their potential voters of the manifestos they will accomplish in case they are voted in. Salsa is also used to encourage students on the importance of academic excellence. Since Salsa is one of the features of the entertainment industry, the youth form a section of the fans. Therefore, whenever the music contains educational messages, youths are informed. 



       Conclusion
The paper has analyzed salsa music from my own experience as well as from secondary sources. Salsa music and dance is important to understand and know it because it can be used in events. Salsa music has played a wide role in ensuring the culture of societies have been maintained while relaying important messages at the same time. Therefore, it is important for people to carry out more research on salsa dance since it has not been dealt on because they mutually depend on each other.
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